154.   UNTOUCHABILITY Of HINDU SHASTRAS

I gladly publish the fore-going' so that the readers of W
India may have the other side. Mr. Aiyar is a, learned vaki^
one would have expected of him better knowledge of my po*,n
than he betrays in his letter. I laid emphasis m all my speeches
in the Madras Presidency on the unreasoning and cruel prejufee
against the untouchables. Do we treat the "untouchable Pwha-
mas as we treat our mothers and sisters whilst they are untouch-
able? I still confess my literary ignorance of the bhastras, but
I do profess to understand the secret of Hinduism. And I yen-
ture to say in all humility but with all the strength I can com-
mand, that to perpetuate untouchability in the manner we kve
done is a serious blot in Hinduism, an unwarranted abuse of
the Smritis and a negation of love which is the basis of Hindu-
ism. I therefore do not hesitate to call "untouchability'' as
practised today a Satanic activity. I invite Mr. Aiyar to devote
the talents God has given him to the service of the outcastes
among his countrymen, and I promise that he will see the mean-
ing of life that I see in the Hindu Shastras.

Toung India, 27-10-1921

155.  LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI

October 27, 1921

If I have really conquered the six enemies2 of man, the people
would readily accept whatever I do or speak as born of expe-
rience. But I myself am not aware of having conquered the pas-
sions. Have I succeeded even now in overcoming the fear ol
serpent-bite? That I have not rid myself of it signifies my spiri-
tual darkness.

[From Gujarati]

Bapvai Prasadi, p. 37

JR. Krishnaswamy Aiyar's letter in defence of untouchability, quotin;
texts from Mmitmiti and other Shastras, published in young India, 20-10-192
and 27-10-1921; not reproduced here

2 Kama, (lust), krodha (anger), lobha (covetousness), moha (delusion), matt
(pride) and matsam (envy)